
Downtown Columbia Leadership Council 
Meeting Minutes  

January 21, 2015, 4:00 p.m.  
City Hall, Conference Room 2A 

 
Members Present: *Stacey Button, REDI   
   Brent Gardner, Council Appointee  

Janet Hammen, Neighborhood Representative   
Sara Loe, Planning and Zoning Commission 
Richard Perkins, Stephens College  
Deb Sheals, Community Improvement District 
Brian Treece, City Council Appointee  
Scott Wilson, Downtown resident 
 

Staff Present:  Tony St. Romaine, Deputy City Manager  
   Heather Cole, Assistant to the City Manager   
 
Members Absent: Sallie Coley, Columbia College  

Heiddi Davis, University of Missouri 
Pat Fowler, Neighborhood Representative  
Randy Gray, City Council Appointee 
Karen Miller, Boone County Commission 
Nick Peckham, City Council Appointee 
*Phil Steinhaus, Columbia Housing Authority 
*Tim Teddy, Community Development Director 
 
 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 4:05. 
 
Welcome/Introduce guests: Stacey Button introduced herself as Mike Brooks’ 
replacement on this Commission.  She is the new REDI Director.   
 
Approval of Minutes: Mr. Treece made a motion to approve the minutes as written; Mr. 
Perkins seconded. All in favor; motion approved.  
 
Blue Ribbon Commission Terms: 
Mr. Treece provided a summary of the Mayor’s request in regard to the Blue Ribbon 
Commission. He provided a draft of the commission terms for the DLC to review and 
revise in order to draft recommendations for Council. The group reviewed and discussed 
the draft.  
 
Mr. St. Romaine felt that many tasks of the proposed commission seemed similar to the 
tasks of the existing Water & Light Advisory Board; the group discussed but disagreed 

* Indicates Ex-Officio status.   



noting that the scope of work was different.  Mr. St. Romaine explained why he felt the 
tasks for both commissions were similar and why the downtown infrastructure issue came 
as such a surprise.  The group continued to discuss the scope of the proposed Blue 
Ribbon Commission as well as members and representation that would make up the 
Commission, to ensure that it would produce valuable results and end products.  
 
Ms. Sheals made a motion to approve the report to Council on the Blue Ribbon 
Commission recommendations for the February 2nd City Council meeting; Ms. Hammen 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
DLC Position on Downtown Parking Program: 
Ms. Sheals provided an update on the downtown parking program. She advised that on-
street permits cannot be given to just one group of individuals; they must be available to 
anyone, but they could be marketed to downtown groups. The group discussed the 
legality of restricting parking to downtown groups. They hoped to market it strongly for 
downtown, but cannot legally proceed with spots for specified groups only.  
 
Mr. Treece suggested the CID consider buying meters at the marketed rate and re-selling 
those spaces to businesses at a rate they choose.  The group discussed how the parking 
program would work for people in the downtown area and if churches would be able to 
purchase these parking tags; the group felt that the program should be open to everyone.  
 
The Parking Staff Report was briefly discussed; and it was noted that the increase in 
parking rates downtown may deter people from coming into the downtown area. An audit 
is being completed and once this is completed, a parking team will be created.  
 
This topic will be continued at the next meeting. 
 
Other Topics: 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Next meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for February 24, 2015. 
 
Adjourn:  
Meeting adjourned at approximately 5:22 p.m.  
 
 


