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Human Right Commission 
September 5, 2006 Meeting Minutes 

 
Members Present: Marie Glaze, Glenn Glasgow, Mark Thomas, Noel English, Oona Paredes 
 
Members Excused:   
 
Members Absent:  Randy Cole, Valeta Snell 
 
Staff Present:  Steve Hollis, Nanette Ward, Alicia Cornish, Shawna Victor 
 
I. Call to Order/Introductions: Glaze called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  She introduced 

new commissioner, Oona Paredes. 
 
II. Approval of Agenda: English made a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was 

seconded by Glasgow and passed unanimously. 
 
III. Approval of 7/26/06 Meeting Minutes: Glasgow made a motion to approve the July 26, 

2006 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Thomas and passed unanimously. 
 
IV. Old Business 
 

A. Discussion of incident at Columbia Mall in 2/06 and subsequent inquiry: Glaze 
said she was able to review the police report.  The report was done within two to 
three hours of the incident.  She believes this is a raw report, meaning there was no 
time to revise or clean up any statements.  The conclusion she has reached, after 
reading the report and having the discussion with Chief Boehm at the last 
commission meeting is that things could have been handled better by all parties.  She 
is not sure if the police department couldn’t benefit from having a public review board.  
She also does not believe that Mrs. Scott is entirely innocent. 
 
Glaze said while she was reading the report, she got the impression that the 
Prosecuting Attorney was not happy with the way the Assistant Prosecuting Attorney 
handled the case.  The Prosecuting Attorney believes the reason the charges were 
dropped were driven by political motivation. 
 
English asked if the commission is considering this case or using it as an example to 
push a review board.  Glaze said that at first, this incident had the appearance of 
CPD overstepping its boundaries but after reading the report she believes things 
could have been handled differently. 
 
Glasgow said he does not believe this would have happened if Mrs. Scott was white.  
He is also concerned because this commission is unable to review the documents 
regarding this incident. 
 
Glaze said the commission has no complaint.  The commission could conduct a 
public hearing on the incident. 
 
Thomas said the commission could make a recommendation to the City Council.  He 
believes this would be the route to go if the commission knew there was a pattern but 
he has not heard anything like this from the community. 
 
English said she believes there should be a review board without regard to this case 
because the commission will not know what happened and what has happened in the 
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past. 
 
Glaze said the commission has made two formal recommendations to the City 
Council in the past.   
 
Ward noted the issue of how CPD treats people differently has been brought up at 
previous study circles.  The U.S. Department of Justice might also have statistics on 
issues with CPD.   
 
Thomas said this incident could be used as a building block for the recommendation 
to the City Council. 
 
English asked if the commission could hold a public hearing.  Glaze said the 
commission can conduct a public hearing without the permission of the Council.   
 
English asked if a public hearing was held and there was CPD staff present if this 
could be formatted more like a study circle so it would not be a public gripe session.  
Paredes said maybe this should be separated into a public hearing regarding a 
possible citizen review board and then hold a study circle as a teaching tool that 
would include some of the comments from the public hearing. 
 
Glaze noted she has also been contacted by a group that has been discussing this 
issue for a while.  She would like to attend one of their meetings before a decision is 
made by this commission on how to proceed. 
 
Thomas suggested tabling a decision until the October meeting to allow Glaze to 
attend this meeting. 
 
Glaze said a public hearing by this commission may not be held until the beginning of 
2007. 
 
All agreed to table this issue to the October meeting. 

 
B. Discussion of current relations with Islamic community: Thomas said he spoke 

with Imam Naville at the Islamic Center.  Thomas informed him about the commission 
and study circles program.  Imam Naville was happy to receive this information.  
Thomas asked if there had been any incidents involving anyone in the congregation 
and Imam Naville told him that he was not aware of any.  The congregation feels 
positive about the community. 
 
Hollis noted he has made a concerted effort this year to have the Columbia Values 
Diversity Celebration Planning Committee be a diverse group.  He has recruited a 
representative from the Islamic Community to be a member of the committee.   
 
English asked if there were any other communities that should be included on the 
planning committee.  Glaze suggested the Hispanic community.  Hollis stated that 
Eduardo Crespi of Centro Latino is a member of the committee. 
 
Ward said there have been discussions in the past about possibly having a study 
circle for the Hispanic community that is either bilingual or all in Spanish. 
 
Hollis noted the Health Department likely provides more services to the Latino 
community than any other organization in Columbia. 
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Paredes said she would be willing to go to the Catholic Church in town that has a 
Spanish mass.  She asked if some of the pamphlets could be translated into Spanish.  
Hollis said he would have to check with legal counsel on this. 

 
V. New Business: There was no new business. 
 
VI. Staff Reports 
 

A. Community Services: Hollis said Services for Independent Living submitted their 
FY2005 HREP final report.  The original report was wrong and had to be corrected 
twice.  The information session for the FY2007 HREP will be Wednesday, September 
6, 2006 at 3:30 p.m. in the Community Training Room. 
 
Hollis discussed possibly having a meeting in December.  Glaze said she would 
prefer not to have a meeting in December but will leave it open just in case something 
does need to be discussed. 

 
B. Law Department: No report at this time. 

 
C. Investigator/Community Educator: Ward gave the following study circles report:  

 
- Pepper and Friends television show to promote “Back to School Dialogue: 

Community Perspectives on the Achievement Gap” Community Circle.   
- Ads, media advisories, public service announcements, mass e-mail invitation and 

post card mailing for the “Back to School Dialogue: Community Perspectives on 
the Achievement Gap” Community Circle.   

- Diversity Training with Wal-Mart managers 
- “Back to School Dialogue: Community Perspectives on the Achievement Gap” 

Community Circle on August 29, 2006 
- Upcoming events: September 25, 2006 Community Circle; Mid-Missouri Mental 

Health Center Diversity Committee; U.S. Department of Justice Racial Conflict 
Community Relations; Preparation for 2007 Let’s Talk Columbia; MU “TDOOL”, 
MU “You in Mizzou; October 19, 2006 Community Circle. 

 
VII. Public Comment: There was no public comment. 
 
VIII. Commissioner Comment: The commissioners further discussed a possible study circle or 

training session with CPD staff or just having a meeting with CPD staff regarding possible 
diversity training. 

 
IX. Closed Session to Discuss Pending Cases Pursuant to Section 610.021 (1): Glasgow 

made a motion to move to closed session to discuss pending cases pursuant to Section 
610.021 (1) RSMo.  The motion was seconded by Thomas and a roll call vote was taken.  
Glaze called the roll with the following vote: Glaze – Yes, Paredes – Yes, Thomas – Yes, 
Glasgow – Yes, English - Yes. 

 
The Commission went back into open session. 

 
X. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Steve Hollis, Manager 
Office of Community Services 


