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Human Right Commission 
April 6, 2010 Meeting Minutes 

 
Members Present: Scott Dean, Negar Jackson, Jessica Macy, Thomas O’Toole, Mark Thomas, 
and Marissa Todd 

Members Excused: Mary Bixby 

Staff Present:  Steve Hollis, Marie Glaze, Fred Boeckmann 

Others Present:  Don Love, MASW 

I. Call to Order/Introductions: The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m.  Thomas  
welcomed returning commissioner, Negar Jackson. 

 
II. Approval of Agenda:   Macy moved to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded by 

Jackson and passed unanimously. 
 

III. Approval of March 2, 2010 meeting minutes:  Jackson made a motion to approve the 
March 2, 2010 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Dean and passed 
unanimously. 

 
IV. Election of Officers:  Jackson nominated Thomas for Chair with a second by O’Toole; 

Jackson nominated Macy for Vice Chair with a second by Thomas; Macy nominated Jackson 
for Secretary with a second by O’Toole.  All officers were elected unanimously. 

 
V. Old Business 

 
a. Revision of the Human Rights Enhancement Program Funding RFP:  Hollis 

stated he still has not had an opportunity to complete the revision.  Thomas 
expressed concerns about the timeliness of getting the revision completed.  Hollis 
stated that he has several major projects he is working on involving much larger sums 
of money and these are simply a higher priority. Both Hollis and Boeckmann assured 
him that there was still time to complete the revision during the current fiscal year.   

 
b. Refugee Issues:  Glaze reported that she had heard from Anne Zellhoefer at 

Refugee and Immigration Services and that she [Anne] planned to be at the meeting 
this evening.   

 
c. New Business:  There was no new business. 

 
VI. Staff Reports: 

 
a.   Manager of Human Services:  No Report 
 
b.  Law Department:  No Report   
 
c.   Human Rights Specialist:   Glaze submitted the following written report: On 
Thursday, March 11th Staff attended the Courageous Conversation about the Black 
Culture Center: Moving Forward meeting sponsored by the Chancellor’s Diversity 
Initiative.  This smaller forum was held more than a week after a meeting at the Black 
Culture Center that drew an estimated crowd of 300 and even though the crowd was 
smaller the discussions were intense but civil.  There was a small group of KU students  

in attendance and they were also involved in the discussions.  (Tribune article 
attached).  Staff contacted Boone County Assistant Prosecutor Ryan Haigh to 
determine when and if charges might be filed and was told that he is still gathering 
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information.  Staff was invited to call back after or when charges are filed for more 
information. 

 
On Saturday, March 20th Staff attended the annual MAC Scholars (Minority 
Achievement Committee) conference at Hickman High School.  You may recall that 
the MAC Scholars were the 2009 Columbia Values Diversity group award winners.  
The morning keynote speaker was Manuel V. Scott one of the original Freedom 
Writers.  If you saw the movie he was the kid that sat in the back of the room.  Due 
to prior commitments staff was unable to attend any of the workshops or the closing 
session, but Mr. Scott was an amazing speaker. 
 
Legislative Update:  Senate Bill 852 Modifying the Missouri Human Rights Act as it 
relates to employment discrimination is still pending along with a couple of 
substitutions. 
 
House Bill 1850 introduced by Steve Webber would change the Missouri Human 
Rights Act to prohibit discrimination based upon a person’s sexual orientation.  I 
quote, “Civil rights legislation that would make it illegal to discriminate against gays 
and lesbians in Missouri moved past an obstacle Monday that had stood in its way 
since 2001.  The bill had a hearing in the house.”  The public hearing was Monday 
night, March 22nd before the House committee on urban affairs.  According the news 
report there was no testimony in opposition to the bill.  Passage of this bill would 
bring Missouri law in line with our city ordinance.  (Missourian article attached). 
 
Staff reminded the commission that the annual Fair Housing Symposium would be 
held on Thursday, April 22nd from 9:00am to 12:30 and shared some of the 
scheduled panelists for this year.  Commissioner Thomas suggested including a 
lender.  Staff encouraged as many commissioners as possible to not only attend, but 
help spread information about the event. 
 
Staff distributed rough drafts of brochures for employment and housing and asked 
the commission to provide feedback.  

 
VIII.  Commission Reports 

 
Citizen review Board: Hollis stated that Bixby had planned to be at the meeting, but 
because of a personal matter was unable to attend.  Boeckmann shared information 
regarding the Citizens Review Board in the absence of commissioner Bixby.  The CRB 
has an educational component in every meeting and they have received a variety of 
literature. CRB members have arranged to be speakers at varying community groups.  
A few complaints have been coming in, but no appeals have been filed to date. 
 

 
             IX.  Public Comment 

Don Love, volunteer chair of MASW Human Rights Task Force spoke about anti-
bullying and what schools can do.  In the Columbia Public Schools it is addressed in 
the classrooms up to 3rd grade after which there’s nothing much according to Love.  
One of the projects MASW is currently working on is to use some grant money to bring 
a national expert on profiling to Missouri. They plan to have him speak in St. Louis, 
Kansas City, Springfield, Columbia and Jefferson City.  His name is David Harris and 
he has written books about profiling that is similar to the things Police Chief Burton has 
shared with the community.  They haven’t settled on a date, but are looking at June 
10-June 24.  Love listed a number of groups who have expressed an interest in being 
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involved including the ACLU, NAACP, Centro Latino and Refugee Services locally. 
Staff will be involved in the project. 
 
Macy shared there is a diversity training scheduled for Tuesday, April 20th.  Staff thinks 
it is only open to United Way agencies.  Macy will check to see if it is open to others 
and inform staff.  The trainer is Dale Wright from the Trulaske School of Business.  The 
20th is also the day of the Hero Awards sponsored by Voluntary Action Center as well 
as the Senior’s Prom sponsored by Boone County Council on Aging.  

 
X. Closed Session to Discuss Pending Cases Pursuant to Section 610.021 (1) RSMo.:  

Jackson made a motion to move to closed session to discuss pending cases pursuant to 
Section 610.021(1) RSMo.  The motion was seconded by O’Toole and a roll call vote was 
taken.  Jackson called the roll with the following vote: Dean –Aye, Jackson – Aye, Macy – 
Aye, O’Toole– Aye, Todd – Aye, Thomas – Aye. 

 
XI. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Steve Hollis, Manager of Human Services 


