
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Columbia City Council – Work Session Minutes 

Monday, October 29, 2007, 6:00 p.m. 


Fourth Floor Conference Room, Daniel Boone Building 

701 E. Broadway 


Council members present: 	 Chris Janku, Almeta Crayton, Karl Skala, Jerry Wade, 
Laura Nauser and Barbara Hoppe 

Absent: 	Mayor Hindman 

City Manager Bill Watkins and other staff members were present. 

Work Session Agenda Items: 

�	 Federal Project List - Council provided staff with comments on the project list.  
Council approved designating the COLT Overpass over US 63 project as the 
highest joint city/county 2008 federal project and asked that other counties/cities, 
which are located along US 63, be invited to join our efforts.  Council suggested 
a minor change be made to the Bear Creek Trail project description to 
specifically include the Fairgrounds.  Council also requested some additional 
follow-up with Parks and Recreation on the Hominy Creek Trail extension from 
Stephens Lake to Clark Lane. Council approved adding the Airport Overpass at 
State Route H to the joint list and approved deleting Gans Road West Extension 
and Creasy Springs Road Improvement Projects from the project list. The City 
Manager outlined the process and indicated it requires staff to come back to 
Council.  The Council was asked to review the list and provide any additional 
comments to Paula this week. 

�	 Infrastructure funding – The Council discussed general principles for financing 
physical infrastructure needs, including roads, sidewalks, public utilities: water 
and electric, etc.  (See handout: General Principles – Physical Infrastructure 
Outline for Discussion).  The goal of the discussion was to obtain a consensus 
among the Council as to what the general principles should be for each of these 
issues. Council discussion included the following: 

o	 Connection fees – There was discussion about a change that was made 
several years ago for water. Council expressed an interest in knowing 
why it was changed and why the exception was made for water. 

o	 There was Council discussion regarding the level of “equity buy-in” for 
connection charges and whether or not calculation is made on equity 
basis of the system or the rate payer’s investment in the system.  Council 
agreed needed to be done on an equity basis, but were uncertain how that 
could be accomplished in a fair, equitable manner.  Staff will review further 
and provide workable alternatives to Council for consideration. 

�	 Sanitary Sewer extension policy – power point presentation on file in the City 
Manager’s Office. Council suggested that we add to the evaluation component 
the likelihood an area will move forward without a sewer extension.  Council also 
expressed some concern that the infrastructure factors, particularly recreational 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

features planned or in place, received the same point as the other items listed in 
that category. It was suggested this may need to be further reviewed/discussed. 

The Council was generally acceptable of the 4 staff recommendations.  Staff will 
bring back for Council consideration. 

�	 Sanitary sewer tax bill policy – see draft staff report (10/22/07) on file in the City 
Manager’s Office. Steve Hunt described the difficulties with the current policy 
and reviewed the proposed revisions to the tax bill policy for private common 
collectors. Council is supportive of the proposed revisions. 

�	 Sidewalk cost participation – John Glascock reviewed the potential changes 
being proposed to PR93-91A (see sidewalk cost participation memo on file in the 
City Manager’s Office). The proposed changes are specific to three areas: 
Section 3 – central business district sidewalk maintenance; Section 6 – sidewalks 
shown on the Master Plan in need of reconstruction; and Section 7 – sidewalks 
not shown on the Master Plan. Staff received Council support for the proposed 
revisions. Appropriate legislation will be brought forward for Council 
consideration. 


